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into the nature and amount of individual differences dates back only about twenty-five years. Before that time
experimental psychology had concerned itself chiefly with investigations into typical mental functions,
especially those 01 perceiving the external world. For this purpose long and detailed tests were made upon a
very few, or perhaps a single subject. Galton in England was the first who devised and applied a series of tests,
both physical and mental, to large numbers of subjects with a view to determining norms and studying the
amount, causes and kinds of variation. Since the publication in 1883 of Galton s Inquiries into the Human
Faculty and its Development, the work done in this field in England has been chiefly confined in its application
to school children; witness Bryant s experiments in 1886 in testing the character of school children and the
more recent work of Winch, Spearman, W. G. Smith, Wimms, and Burt. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
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however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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