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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****.It is the inclination of the average reader to skip prefaces. For this I do not in the least blame
him. Skipping the preface is one of my favorite literary pursuits. To catch me napping a preface must creep up
quietly and take me, as it were, unawares. But in this case sundry prefatory remarks became necessary. It was
essential that they should be inserted into this volume in order that certain things might be made plain. The
questions were: How and where? ABer giving the matter considerable thought I decided to slip them in right
here, included, as they are, with the body of the text and further disguised by masquerading themselves under a
chapter heading, with a view in mind of hoodwinking you into pursuing the course of what briefly I have to say
touching on the circumstances attending the production of the main contents. Let me explain: Chapter II,
coming immediately aBer this one, was written first of all; written as an independent contribution to American
letters. At the time of writing it I had no thought that out of it, subsequently, would grow material for additional
and supplementary oDerings upon the same general theme and inter-related themes. It had a basis of verity, as
all things in this life properly should have, but I shall not attempt to deny that largely it deals with what more or
less is figurative and fanciful. The incident of the finding of the missing will in the ruins of the old mill is a pure
figment of the imagination; so, too, the passage relating to the search for the lost heir (Page 55) and the
startling outcome of that search. Three years later,...
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