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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Two Years Before the Mast is a remarkable book, part travelogue and
part seafaring adventure. A great look at what life was really like on the merchant sailing ships of the first half
of the 19th century, Two Years Before the Mast is also part suspense yarn, with the hero s return to his native
land in serious doubt due to events beyond his control. Seen through the eyes of young man in his late teens
who looks for both a cure for his measles and some real thrills, Richard Henry Dana treats us to his view of the
west coast and the Californians as compared to his native, very urban and developed Yankee city of Boston. He
finds them very diBerent - but when he first visits San Francisco, the city is a single shack! This book was the
guide for the many Americans who headed west for gold 15 years aFer its publication, too. As such it helped
shape their settlement and exploration of the land. Dana s time aboard ship diBers hugely from his
comfortable home life in Boston. That he was willing to accept this, even embrace it, moves the book from a
dry history to a real-life human interest story. His description of the sailing ships of the day involves many terms
which few now will understand. Beyond that, the excitement of Two Years Before the Mast makes it a must-read
for anyone in search of a young man s quest for real-life thrills at sea and in a new country.
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