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them in lustre, shine the bravery and fortitude of the men who secured the permanence of their noble work. We
stand to-day on ground made famous by the defenders of the Union. Here was fought, more than a quarter of
a century ago, the most important battle of our great Civil War. While from other fields may be gathered as
appalling records of slaughter by contend ing armies, Gettysburg was the most decisive in its results, and in
history it will be the most conspicuous. On the escutcheon of nations, written with the blood of heroes, France
has its Austerlitz, England its Waterloo and the United States its Gettysburg. The 150th Regiment, New York
Volunteer Infantry, were of the troops who fought and won that battle for the United States. It was a victory
that insured the perpetuity of the Federal Union made permanent the establishment of Republican govern ment
among the nations of the earth cast oG the fetters from three million bondmen, and abolished slavery in
America forever. It has been customary throughout all time to fete and honor soldiers of every country. The
return of victorious armies to Rome was the occasion of grand displays and the most sumptuous festivities. The
earth s surface is dotted all over with monuments erected to the memory...
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